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NCAA Divison I-AA Leaders 
All-Time Winning Percentage 
School Yrs. 
1. Florida A&M .................... 46 
2. Grambling . . ................... 36 
3. Southern University .............. 57 
4. WeS1ern Kentucky ......•....•.. 60 
5. South Carolina State.. . . . . . . . . . . 52 
6. Jackson State ...•....••........ 33 
7. Middle Tennessee.............. 62 
8. Alcorn State ................... 55 
9. Texas Southern .........•....... 33 
10. Idaho State .................... 74 













































School Wins School Wins 
1. Lafayette ............. 477 6. Southern University ..... 325 
2. Bucknell ..... .' ...... .415 Western Kentucky .. . .. . 325 
3. Lehigh .............. .413 8. Idaho State ........... 319 
4. Massachusetts ... •. .... 340 Middle Tennessee .. . .... 319 
5. Florida A&M ......... 333 10. Maine ................ 317 
Active Coaches - Winning Percentage 
Coach, School Yrs. 
1. Rudy Hubbard, Florida A&M ....... 5 
2. Eddie Robinson, Grambling ........ 36 
3. Jimmy Feix, WeS1ern Kentucky . ... . 11 
4. Bob Curtis, Bucknell ..........•... 8 
5. Roy Kidd, Eastern Kentucky ..•.. . . 15 
6. Marino Casem, A lcorn State ....... 16 
7. Bill Bowes, New Hampshire ......... 7 
8. Pete Riehlman, Weber State ......... 8 
9. Don Wade, Tennessee Tech ........ 11 























(Courresv of NCAA Sraristics Service) 
University Information 
Location: Bowling Green, Kentucky 












Nickname: Hil ltoppers Colors: Red and White 
President: Dr. Donald W. Zacharias (ef fective Aug. 1, 1979) 
Enrollment: 13,722 
Chairman, University Athletic Committee: Dr. John D. Minton 
Athletic Director: John Oldham 
Head Football Coach: Jimmy Feix 
Assistant Head Coach: Butch Gilbert 
Defensive Coordinator: Bill Hape 
Defensive Line Coach: Clarence Baker 
Offensive Backf ield Coach: Sam Clark 
Defensive Backfield Coach: Larry Walker 
Receiver Coach: Bob Rafferty 
Trainer: Ron Dunn 
Assistant Trainers: Bill Edwards, Pam Herriford 
Football Office Phone: Area 502 745-2984 
Athletic Office Phone: Area 502 745-3542 
- For Informat ion on All Sports-
Sports Information Director: Paul Just 
Office Phone: 502 745-4295 



























Coach Jimmy Feix 
The 1979 season will be Jimmy Feix's 12th year as head coach of 
the Hilltoppers, but his name has been closely connected with winning 
football at Western Kentucky for much longer than that. 
His association with Western gridiron successes began in September, 
1949, when he came to the campus as a freshman quarterback from 
Henderson, Ky. In his senior year, 1952, he and his Hilltopper 
teammates tied for the Ohio Valley Conference championship and 
added a Refrigerator Bowl win over Arkansas State to finish with a 9-1 
record. 
At the same time, Feix was earning Little A ll-America honors for 
himself. When his collegiate playing days were over, the New York 
Giants of the National Football League drafted him and he was 
impressive in pre-season drills, but a serious injury earl y that fall ended 
his pro career. 
Feix returned to Western in 1957 after four yedrs of service in the 
U.S. Air Force. He served as a graduate assistant that first year while 
completing the requirements for the Master of Arts degree, then 
became a full-time assistant under former Hilltopper Head Coach Nick 
Denes the following season . 
Feix was named head coach in December. 1967, when Denes retired 
from active coaching. In 1968, his "rookie" season as head coach, Feix 
led Western to seven wins against only two losses and a tie wi th 
national ly-ranked-and bowl-bound Akron. 
I n 11 seasons, his Hill toppers have won or shared the coveted league 
championship five times, in 1970, 1971, 1973, 1975 and 1978. 
His 1973 team was the first undefeated, untied team in Western 
history finishing the regular season with a perfect 10-0 record while 
leading the nation's Division II teams in scoring at 37 .7 points per 
game. 
The '73 Hilltoppers then entered the first-ever NCA A Division II 
national championship playoffs and finished second, winding up the 
season with an overal l 12-1-0 record. 
Western went to the NCAA playoffs again in 1975 and again 
f inished as the No. 2 team in the nation, fini shing 11-2-0. 
He rallied his 1978 squad from an injury-riddled 1977 campaign 
when the Hilltoppers fell to 1-8·1 and last place in the conference to an 
8-2 mark and t he OVC crown. The Western comeback was the most 
impressive turnaround performance in the nation in 1978. 
Feix was named Kodak College Division Coach-of-the-Year Division 
Four in both 1973 and 1975. He also won OVC Coach-of-the-Year 
honors and was honored similarly by the Louisville Courier-Journal and 
Inside Kentuckv Sporrs magazine in 1973. He also won league 
Coach-of-the-Year laurels in 1978. 
Feix goes into the 1979 campaign with a career coaching record of 
79 w ins against only 32 losses and 5 ties, for a winning percentage of 
.712. His 11 Hil l topper teams have won 54, lost 20 and tied 2 in Ohio 
Valley Conference competition, a .730 percentage. 
A frequent lecturer at football clinics, Feix has been a primary 
influence in the orgainzation and continuation of the activities of 










































Opponent (Series Record) Sire/Time (Cenrra/) 
UT-Chattanooga ( 1-3-0). . . Chattanooga, Tenn./6: 30 p.m. 
Lamar (0·0·0) ..•. . •.•.. Bowl ing Green, K y./2:00 p.m. 
• Austin Peay (20-3-1) .. ..... Clarksville, Tenn./7:30 p.m. 
Open Date 
No rthern Michigan (0 -2-0 ) Bowl ing Green, Ky./1 :00 p.m . 
•Tennessee Tech (21-20·1) . Bow l ing Green, Ky./1 :00 p.m. 
• Eastern Kentucky (33•17-2) .. Richmond, Ky./1 :00 p.m. 
*Morehead State (30-5·2) .. Bowl ing Green, Ky./1 :00 p.m . 
(Homecoming) 
' Middle Tennessee (23-21-1 )Murfreesboro, Tenn./1 :30 p.m. 
Northern Iowa (1 ·0-0) .....• Cedar Falls, lowa/7:30 p.m. 
*Murray State (23-16-6) . .. Bowl ing Green, Ky./1:00 p.m . 
• Ohio Valley Conference game. 
Home games in boldface type 
1978 Resu lts 
(8-2 Overall; 6-0 in OVC Play , Champions) 
Score 
Opponenc (Crowd) W-L WKU·Opp 
U T-Chattanooga (13,500) ... . ... . . L . . .. . ..... 15-42 
at I llinois State (12,000) .......... W ....... . . . . 28-6 
*Austin Peay (15,200) . . .. .. . . .•. .W .. .. .... . . 17-13 
at East Tennessee (5,732) ......... W .......... 27-2 1 
Akron (15,600) ... . .. . . .. .. .. . .. L ...• . .. .. . 21-26 
• at Tennessee Tech (16,000) ...... . W .......... 26-20 
• EaS1ern Kentucky (19,100) ....... . VV . .. . . .. . .. 17•16 
• at Morehead State (9,000) ..... . . W ........... 35-7 
"Middle Tennessee (19,500) .. . .... . VV . . ... .. .. .. 54-0 
(Homecoming) 
Open Date 
•at Murray State (9,500) .......... W ... . ....... 14-6 
254-157 
Attendance: 135,132 (Average - 13,513) 
Home: 82,900 (Average - 16,580) 
Away: 52,232 (Average - 10,44 6) 
Note: Western's average home attendance (16,580) ranked fifth among 
NCAA Division I-AA schools. Only Southern U. (28,333), Florida A & 
M (22,614), Grambling (19,625) and Boise State (19,258) outdrew the 
Hilltoppers at home. 
• Dhio Vallev Conference game. 
Home games in boldface rype. 
1978 Hilltopper All-America Honors 
Associated Press Second Team 
Player Hr. We. '78 Class 
Tony Towns 6-2 220 Senior 
Position 
Defensive End 
Associated Pre$$ Honorable Mention 
John Hall 
Eddie Preston 
6-0 180 Sophomore Quarterback 
6-0 180 Junior Split End 
Hi lltopper Football All-Americans 
1952-Jimmy Feix, Quarterback 
1957-Jim Hardin, Guard 
1963-John Mutchler, End 
1964-Jim Burt, Halfback 
Dale Lindsey, Fullback 
1970-Lawrence Brame, 
Defensive End 
1971-Jimmy Barber, Linebacker 
1973-Mike McCoy, 
Defensive Back 
Porter Williams. Split End 
1974- John Bushong, 
Defensive Tackle 
Virgil Livers, Defensive Back 
1975- R,ck Green, Linebacker 
1977- Chip Carpenter, Guard 
f 1!tn's Red Towel 
Western Kentucky University's red towel tradition org,nated with 
the late E.A. Diddle, former Hilltopper coach and athletic director and 
a member of the Naismith, Helms Athletic Foundation and Ohio Valley 
Conference Halls of Fame. 
Through 1,062 Hilltopper basketball games - 759 of them victories, 
the fourth highest total ever for a coach-Diddle clutched a red towel. 
The red towel became synonymous with Ed Diddle and Ed Diddle 
became synonymous with Western's winning athletic heritage. For years 
it has been traditional for fans at every Hilltopper sporting event to 
wave red towels as they cheer for the "819 Red." Coach Diddle passed 
away in 1970 at the age of 74, but his memory will live as long as a red 
towel waves on the Western campus. And red towels will wave there as 
long as the H,ll toppers compete in intercollegiate athletics. 
Post-Season Appearances 
The Hilltoppers have appeared in a total of eight post-season games, 
six of them as a part of their participation in the NCAA Division 11 
national playoffs in both 1973 and 1975. 
Here is the complete rundown: 
1975-NCAA Division II Playoffs 
Western 14, Northern Iowa 12 
(First Round; Cedar Falls, la.) 
Western 14, New Hampshire 3 
(Semifinals; Rice Bowl, Baton Rouge, La.) 
Western 14. Northern Michigan 16 
(Finals; Camellia Bowl, Sacramento, Calif.) 
1973- NCAA D1v1sion II Playoffs 
Western 25, Lehigh 16 
(First Round; Bowling Green, Ky.) 
Western 28, Grambling 20 
(Semifinals; Rice Bowl, Baton Rouge, La.) 
Western 0, Louisiana Tech 34 
(Finals; Camellia Bowl. Sacramento. Calif.) 
1963-Tangerine Bowl (Orlando, Fla.) 
Western 27, Coast Guard Academy 0 
1952- Refrigerator Bowl (Evansville, Ind.) 
Western 34, Arkansas State 19 
FANS JAM 19,250-SEAT L.T . SMITH STADIUM IN RED TOWEL T E RRITORY 
1979 Outlook 
Things are looking up for Western Kentucky University football 
coach Jimmy Fe,x as he enters his 12th year a t the H1lltopper helm. 
With only seven seniors gone from last year's team that posted an 
8·2 mark and captured the school's seventh Ohio Valley Conference 
crown with a perfect 6-0 record, Western appears to have the makings 
of another solid ballclub. 
The Hilltoppers return nine starters on offense, with AII-OVC 
selections John Hall and Eddie Preston heading the list. Hall, a junior 
quarterback who was the league's leading passer a year ago, could be 
among the premier signalcallers in Division l·AA this season. However, 
spring practice sessions saw him pressured by freshman Ralph Antone 
and sophomore Marty Jaggers for that quarterback slot. 
'We have had some trouble in recent years with depth and 
experience at quarterback, but that problem seemed to remedy itself 
last year," said Feix. "And, things look solid there now. Antone and 
Jaggers are both very capable young men and I expect them to keep 
John (Hall) on h,s toes." 
Preston, a popular target of Hall's, returns for his final season at 
split end as one of the outstanding receivers in the league. At the tight 
end position, 1unior Ricky Gwinn and senior Kirby Bennett appear to 
have things well in hand. Gwinn has been a consistent performer as a 
two-year starter and, backed up by Bennett, he should make the 
Hilltoppers' passing attack even more effecuve. Sophomore Jerry 
Flippen ,s expected to fill the flanker slot vacated by the graduated 
Darryl Drake. 
Feix hopes he has found the strong, powerful fullback he has been 
looking for in Troy Snardon, a sophomore who was moved from the 
defensive secondary to the backfield during spring drills. 
"Troy was a truly outstanding running back in high school," Feix 
said. "So, we decided to give him a shot at it. He responded very well 
and had a fine spring practice. Elmer Caldwell la sophomore) has some 
collegiate experience in that slot and should be a lot of help to us, as 
well." 
The offensive line appears to be solid, with second-team AII-OVC 
picks Jeff Alsup and Pete Walters returning at guards. Phil Rich and 
newcomer Jeff Dungan will probably man the tackle positions. The 6-7, 
260-pound Dungan was a first-team All-Southeastern Conference 
Freshman Team selection while at Vanderbilt, and, after attending 
community college for a year, has signed to play at Western this fall. 
Greg Gallas has recovered from a knee injury that sidelined h,m most of 
last season and is the leading candidate at center. 
Western's defensive unit, the stingiest in the OVC last year, returns 
eight starters. , 
Second-team AII-OVC choice Charles De Lacey heads an established 
group of linebackers. Former All·OVC selection Carl Estelle and Mark 
Kun ke I, who performed admirably as a freshman last season, 
sophomore Dave Cross and transfer Donnie Evans give the Hilltoppers 
some depth at linebacker. Sophomore Tony Wells returns at nose tackle 
while senior defensive end Alfred Rogan 1s expected to battle it out 
with sophomore Preston Holt and redshirt freshman Larry Taylor at 
one of the end pos1t1ons. 
All-conference performers Tony Towns, an end, and Reggie Hayden, 
a linebacker, must be replaced. At the end of spring practice it appeared 
that University of Tennessee transfers Tim Ford (end) and Evans 
!linebacker) would fill those vacated spots. 
The 'Toppers return three starters in the secondary, the OVC's most 
effective in 1978, with first-team AII-OVC pick Carl Brazley leading the 
way. Braxley. who grabbed five interceptions to lead the league last 
season, has a fine supporting cast in senior Craig Smith and sophomore 
Barry Bumm. Mike Gray, a starter two years ago, and sophomore 
Lamont Meacham are the top contenders for the deep back position 
vacated by Fred Kixm,ller. 
"Our secondary did a great job for us last fall," Feix remarked. 
"We'll miss Kixmillar, but we've got a bunch of good people back, and 
they've got one of those basic ingredients we coaches all 
like-experience." 
Western's kicking game should be stronger this season. Junior Ray 
Farmer gained another year of experience and developed into one of 
the top punters in Division l·AA. He averaged more than 39 yards per 
boot last fall and had nine kicks of more than 50 yards. However, the 
placekicking chores, again scheduled to be handled by junior Marvin 
Davis, could be improved with more consistency. 
In addition, the Hilltopper coaching staff ,s coming off one of its 
best recruiting campaigns in recent years and, as a result, some 
freshmen could play key roles in Western successes this fall. 
One thing is for sure, Feix will be counting on a strong passing 
attack coupled with a ground game to "keep'em honest" and a tight, 
aggressive defense 10 spearhead the Hilltoppers' drive toward the 
coveted OVC title. 
1978 Ohio Valley Conference Finish 
w L T w L T 
1. Western Kentucky 6 0 0 8 2 0 
2. Eastern Kentucky 5 1 0 8 2 0 
3. Tennessee Tech 4 2 0 5 6 0 
4. Austin Peay 3 3 0 6 4 0 
5. Murray State 5 0 4 7 0 
Morehead State 5 0 2 6 1 
Middle Tennessee 5 0 9 
1978 AII-OVC Selections 
First Team 
Player Hr. Wr. '78 Class Posi r1on 
Carl Brazley 5-10 170 Junior Cornerback 
John Hall 6-0 180 Sophomore Quarterback 
Reginald Hayden 6-2 220 Senior Bandit Back 
Eddie Preston 6-0 180 Junior Split End 
Tony Towns 6·2 220 Senior Defensive End 
Second Team 
Jeff Alsup 6-2 220 Junior Offensive Tackle 
Charles De Lacey 6 -1 212 Junior Linebacker 
Darryl Drake 6-3 176 Senior Flanker 
Fred Kixmiller 6-0 175 Senior Safety 
Pete Walters 6-3 240 Sophomore Guard 






































Dickie Moore, Fullback-1967 
John Mutchler, End-1963 
Lawrence Brame, End-1969 
Lawrence Brame, End-1970 
Lonnie Schuster, Tackle- 1973 
Defense 
Virgil Livers, Back-1974 
Rick Green, Linebacker-1975 
Bitf Madon, Linebacker-1976 
OVC Coaches-of-the-Year 
1963-Nick Denes 
1973- J,mmy Feix 
1978- Jimmy Feix 
6/79/ 1.5IPA- The con of printing this publicauon by We,tern Kentucky 
University was paid from state funds KRS 57.375. 
